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IM THE CLAIMS: 

I i^tinq of Claims 

1 (currently amended) A method for providing user interfaces ata 
termlnaLfor a plurality of video-on-demand seivices offered by provider equipment of an 
Infomiation distribution system, comprising: 

providing a firet application to support a first user interface for a first 
service associated w^lth an interactive program guide; 

providing a second application to support a second user interface for a 
second service associated v\rith video-on-demand (VOD); 

maintaining fir s ^ ^nri ^rond message queues for the fir^t and second 

appiir^Hn pa, respectivelv: and 

coordinating passing of control of the termlgaLbetween the first and 
second applications via a control mechanism, v^mpmin the control mechanism passes 
^nfrni tn thR fir^t and seoo"H « pn!ications via messages provided to the first and 
sAnnnri message queues, respectively. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 



4. (original) The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

polling the first or second application to determine a status of the 



application. 



5. (original) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

polling for a status of the first or second application by providing a poll 
message to the first or second message queue, respectively. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing a root application to support communication between the first 
and second applications and a lower layer. 
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7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein the communication between 
the root application and the first and second applications is achieved via a set of 
application programming interfaces (APIs). 

8. (original) The method of claim 6. wherein the lower layer is a hardware 

layer. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the first and second 
applications is operable In an active state or an inactive state. 

10. (original) The method of claim 9. wherein an active application Is 
operative to process key inputs. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 9. wherein the first application 
transitions to the inactive state upon occurrence of any one of a plurality of events in a 
first set. and the second application transitions to the inactive state upon occurrence of 
any one of a plurality of events in a second set. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 . wherein the plurality of events in 
the first set includes a first set of key presses, and the plurality of events in the second 
set includes a second set of key presses, 

13. (original) The method of claim 9. wherein the first and second 
applications transition to the active state in response to receiving a launch message in 
the first and second message queues, respectively. 

14. (original) The method of claim 9, wherein the first and second 
applications transition to the active state in response to receiving first and second key 
presses, respectively. 
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15. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing a first link in the first user interface to activate the second user 

interface; and 

providing a second link in the second user interface to activate the first 
user interface. 

16. (original) The method of claim 1 . wherein only the first or second 
application, if any, is active at any particular moment. 

17. (original) The method of claim 1 . wherein each of the first and second 
applications is independently executed. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 1 . wherein the first and second 
applications are concurrently active or semi-active. 

19. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first 
application Is transmitted from said provider equipment to a set-top-temninal. 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 19. wherein the second 
application is transmitted from said provider equipment to a set-top temiinal. 

21 . (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first 
application is operable to overlay at least a portion of a VOD user interface on top of an 
IPG user interface. 

22. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the second 
application is operable to overlay at least a portion of an IPG user interface on top of a 

VOD user interface. 
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23. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 . wherein the first and 
second applications are operable to overlay a channel infomiation window on top of an 
IPG user interface and a VOD user interface, respectively. 

24. (original) A method for providing interactive program guide (IPG) and 
video-on-demand (VOD) user interfaces for IPG and VOD services, comprising: 

providing an IPG application to support the IPG user interface for the IPG 

service; 

providing a VOD application to support the VOD user interface for the 

VOD service; 

maintaining IPG and VOD message queues for the IPG and VOD 

applications, respectively; and 

passing control to the IPG and VOD applications via messages provided 

to the IPG and VOD message queues, respectively. 

25. (currently amended) A terminal configurable to provide user interfaces 
for a plurality of services offered by an infonmation distribution system, comprising: 

a first application operable to support a first user interface for providing an 

Interactive program guide; 

a second application operable to support a second user interface for 

providing video-on-demand content, 

first and second message queu es operable to store messaqes for the first 

and second applications, respectively; and 

means for passing contrcil nf the terminal b etween the first and second 
applications ^A>herei^ the me^ns for passing cn n tm l is im plemented by providing 

to the first and s ^^nnH message nueiies, and wherein the first and sepond 
op piin^tinns are QDerab t >> tn mtrleve and process messan'='S stored in the first and 
second message queu es, respectivelv. 

26. (original) The temninal of claim 25, further comprising: 
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a root application operable to support communication between tine first 
and second applications and a hardware layer. 

27. (canceled) 

28. (canceled) 

29. (canceled) 

30. (previously presented) A terminal configurable to provide user 
Interfaces for a plurality of video-on-demand services offered by an infomnatlon 
distribution system, comprising: 

a first state indicative of a first application executing to support a first user 

interface for an interactive program guide; 

a second state indicative of a second application executing to support a 

second user interface for video-on-demand content; 

a third state Indicative of the first and second applications being Idle; and 
means for transitioning between the first, second, and third states. 

31 . (currently amended) The terminal of claim 30 S&. wherein transitions 
between the first, second, and third states are in response to defined key presses. 
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